
Welcome to College Application Evening

“I learned that sometimes a life journey can take you 
to a place that is not on any map.” – Jim Stark



Agenda 
 Admissions Overview/NACAC Guidelines
 College Application Instructions
 Senior Timeline
 What counselors send to colleges
 Naviance
 Financial Aid
 Wrap up and questions



Still Searching?
 Everyone is on their own timeline
 Upcoming opportunities include:

College visits at CHS (see Naviance)
College visits on campus – excused absence/send 
a note
College Fair – 11/13/17
Check Naviance, Schoology, and emails



RIGHTS and RESPONSIBILITIES
 Accept offer by May 1st, unless Early Decision
 Early Decision 2 – same guidelines as ED 1
 Deposit to one school only
 Be prepared for colleges to respond with any of 

the below decisions 
Admit
Deny
Defer
Waitlist 
Summer/January Admit





First Steps to Applying to College
See Blue Sheet

College 
Application 
Instructions









Create a Common App Account
1. Complete your Personal Demographic 

information section.

2. Complete your Education section.

3. Add a college.

4. Do your FERPA waiver (under “My Colleges” 
tab – Recommenders and FERPA)







Teacher Recommendations
 Add teachers under “Colleges” tab, under 

“Letters of Recommendation”
 Don’t forget to communicate your first 

deadline with your teachers 
 Be sure to select “All Schools” so we can 

send them everywhere. 
 No need to add teachers to Common App



Types of Applications
 Common Application
 Coalition Application
 Institution Application

Self-Report Applications 
New this year - Penn State 
Report FINAL grades only



College Application 
Timeline for Your Counselor

Meet with your counselor 15 school days 
prior to your first deadline. 

For example, if your first deadline is Nov 1st, 
please meet with us by October 11th.  This 
gives us time to process your paperwork.  





What Do Counselors Send?
 Transcript
 Courses In Progress/First Quarter Grade 

Report/First Semester Grade Report/Final Grade 
Report

 Secondary School Report 
 CHS Profile
 Counselor Recommendation
 Teacher Recommendations





Senior Year Courses In Progress
Sent: September – Early November



First Quarter Grade Report
Sent: Early November – Late January



First Semester Grade Report/Mid Year Grade Report
Sent: February and After



The CHS 
Profile





Additional Documents
 Counselor Letter of Recommendation
 Teacher Letter(s) of Recommendation
 Secondary School Report



Additional Information

1. Need help with your essay? See Ms. Harrison in the Achievement 
Center.   

2. Work on your applications, send your application when you have 
completed all parts – no need to wait for school documents.  School 
materials will follow your sent application; notify your counselor each 
time you send an application – even if it is a self report application.

3.  Athletes– Register through NCAA Clearinghouse and notify your 
counselor. 

4. Follow Schoology and check your Stoga email for frequent 
informational messages from counselors.



Scholarships
• Research college-based scholarship 

opportunities. They may or may not 
require a separate application. Deadlines 
may differ from application deadlines. 

• For private and corporate scholarships, 
complete the applications according to the 
directions.

• See your Counselor 15 days ahead of 
deadline. 



Financial Aid
 Naviance has a list of scholarships that is updated 

throughout the year.
 The Student Services website also has financial aid 

resources. 
 Each college has a net price calculator under financial 

aid link.
 Remember to file your FAFSA (opens October 1st).
 Be aware of schools that also require the CSS profile 

(located on College Board website).

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://blogs.davenport.edu/studentnews/files/2010/08/scholarship.jpg&imgrefurl=http://blogs.davenport.edu/studentnews/2010/08/11/more-pass-scholarships-2/&usg=__PnE29A4DaaZiJ-n3GIyGnOJqlZg=&h=292&w=300&sz=15&hl=en&start=17&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=A06h5WWEB4jBpM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=116&prev=/images?q=scholarships&hl=en&safe=active&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1


Things to Remember…
 Know your application deadlines!!
 Notify your counselor EACH time you submit an 

application. 
 Counselors will hit “send” after you hit “send”.
 Check your portals! Open links! 
 We are here to help!



Helpful Hints
 Plan ahead
 Focus on what is best for YOU
 Prioritize
 Stay organized
 Be open minded
 Keep a sense of humor
 Ask for help
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